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Context: The Union Cabinet, under the leadership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, has officially approved the National Sports Policy (NSP) 
2025, marking a landmark step in redefining the future of sports in India. 

A Historical Journey: From Tradition to Transformation 

 India’s engagement with sports dates back to ancient times, where 
physical activities like archery, wrestling, and chariot racing were not 
just games but essential survival skills and part of cultural life. 

 Post-Independence (1947), sports took a backseat due to the nation’s focus on poverty eradication, 
economic development, and educational expansion. However, milestones like the Asian Games 
1951, and the formation of the All-India Council of Sports (1954) laid early foundations. 

 Despite limited investment and inconsistent policy support, India’s hockey dominance on the 
international stage and the rise of legends in athletics and cricket kept the spirit alive. The 1982 
Asian Games in Delhi became a turning point, resulting in the formation of the Department of 
Sports and the launch of the first National Sports Policy in 1984, focusing on infrastructure, mass 
participation, and elite performance. 

In 1986, the Sports Authority of India (SAI) was established to operationalize sports development. 
However, sluggish economic growth and fragmented execution hampered long-term impact. With economic 
liberalisation in 1991, public interest in sports began to surge. 

A draft policy in 1997 that proposed stronger state and national synergy never saw implementation. It was 
followed by the 2001 NSP, post the formation of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, which set clearer 
national goals. 

Reforms like the National Sports Development Code (2011), and flagship schemes such as TOPS (Target 
Olympic Podium Scheme - 2014), Khelo India (2017), and Fit India Movement (2019) laid a renewed 
foundation. 

National Sports Policy 2025: A Vision for a Sporting India 

The NSP 2025 replaces the outdated 2001 framework and brings a bold, strategic vision to elevate India 
as a global sporting powerhouse, with an eye on events like the 2036 Olympic Games. It was developed 
through extensive consultations with Central Ministries, NITI Aayog, State Governments, National 
Sports Federations, athletes, and the public. 

The Five Pillars of NSP 2025: 

1. Excellence on the Global Stage – Focused investment in elite athletes, international exposure, and 
sports science. 

2. Sports for Economic Development – Building a thriving sports industry through infrastructure, 
events, and careers. 

3. Sports for Social Development – Leveraging sports to promote inclusion, gender equality, and 
national integration. 

4. Sports as a People’s Movement – Encouraging community participation and fitness culture at every 
level. 

5. Integration with Education – Aligning with NEP 2020 to foster physical literacy, talent 
identification, and school-based engagement. 
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Why NSP 2025 Matters: 

 It envisions India’s emergence as a leading sporting nation. 

 Enhances citizen well-being, promotes youth engagement, and strengthens national pride. 

 Positions sports as a tool for empowerment, employment, and economic upliftment. 

Challenges That Lie Ahead: 

India’s sports landscape has long faced hurdles such as: 

 Inadequate funding and poor infrastructure 

 Weak governance in sports bodies 

 Lack of scientific and structured coaching 

 Low grassroots engagement 

 Fragmented efforts due to sports being a State subject 

The Way Forward: A Cultural and Structural Shift 

To truly become a global sporting force, India must: 

 Embrace scientific coaching methodologies and sports science 

 Foster physical literacy from early education levels 

 Create a unified national strategy, with state-level integration 

 Shift societal mindset to treat sports as a profession, not just recreation 

 Ensure consistent investments and monitoring mechanisms 

Did You Know? 

Countries like China, Australia, and the UK have seen Olympic success due to focused, long-term 
investment in grassroots to elite pathways, centralized planning, and heavy investment in sports science 
and athlete welfare. 

Conclusion: 

The National Sports Policy 2025 is more than just a document—it’s a national mission to unleash India’s 
untapped sports potential. It aims to make sports an integral part of India’s development story, building 
not just champions but also healthier, stronger citizens. 
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Context: On July 1, 2017, India witnessed the rollout of the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST)—one of the most significant economic reforms in the country’s 
history. Designed to replace a complex web of indirect taxes, GST aimed to bring 
about a unified and simplified taxation system under the vision of "One Nation, 
One Tax." Now, as India completes eight years under GST, it's time to assess its 
achievements, challenges, and the path ahead. 

Understanding GST: Key Features at a Glance 

 Destination-Based Taxation: GST is levied at the place of consumption, not production—ensuring 
that revenue accrues to the consuming state. 

 Dual GST Structure: India follows a dual model, where both the Centre and States/UTs levy and 
collect taxes: 

o CGST (Central GST) 

o SGST/UTGST (State/Union Territory GST) 

o IGST (Integrated GST) on inter-state and import transactions, shared between Centre and 
consuming state. 

 Seamless Input Tax Credit (ITC): GST eliminates the tax-on-tax effect by allowing businesses to 
claim credit for taxes paid on inputs, reducing cascading. 

 Zero-Rated Exports: Exports are treated as zero-rated supplies, enabling exporters to claim 
refunds and enhancing global competitiveness. 

 Multiple Tax Slabs: 

o Standard rates: 5%, 12%, 18%, and 28% 

o Special rates: 0.25%, 1.5%, and 3% for precious metals and diamonds 

o GST Compensation Cess: Applied to items like tobacco, aerated drinks, and luxury 
vehicles, this compensates states for any revenue loss post-GST adoption. 

Major Achievements Over 8 Years: 

 Unified Tax Structure: GST has subsumed 17 different Central and State taxes and 23 cesses, 
streamlining the tax system and promoting a common national market. 

 Revenue Milestones: In FY 2024–25, GST recorded its highest-ever gross collection of 22.08 lakh 
crore, with an average monthly collection of 1.84 lakh crore—a strong indicator of economic 
activity. 

 Widening Tax Base: As of April 30, 2025, India boasts over 1.51 crore active GST registrations, 
reflecting increased formalisation and compliance. 

 Improved Logistics Efficiency: GST led to the elimination of interstate check-posts, reducing 
transport times and logistics costs. 

 Boost to Digital India: The GST Network (GSTN) platform encouraged digital compliance, e-
invoicing, and real-time tax reporting, modernising India's tax system. 

Persistent Challenges in GST Implementation: 
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Despite its transformative intent, GST has faced several structural and operational hurdles: 

 Exclusion of Key Sectors: Crucial items like petroleum products and alcohol for human 
consumption remain outside the GST ambit, causing tax cascading and distorting pricing. 

 Complex Rate Structure: With multiple slabs and special rates, India’s GST system is more 
complex than many global counterparts, leading to classification disputes and litigation. 

 Frequent Changes in Law: Repeated updates in return formats, compliance rules, and late fees have 
created compliance burdens, especially for MSMEs. 

 Inverted Duty Structure: Sectors such as textiles and footwear suffer from a mismatch where 
input tax is higher than output tax, leading to working capital blockages. 

 Input Tax Credit Restrictions: Denial of ITC due to supplier non-compliance or procedural lapses 
penalises compliant businesses, hurting liquidity. 

 Delayed Dispute Resolution: The GST Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT) remained non-functional for 
years, burdening High Courts and slowing legal redress. 

GST 2.0: The Road Ahead for Reforms 

To truly unlock GST’s potential, India must undertake bold and necessary reforms: 

Include Petroleum and Electricity: 

 Their inclusion will expand the tax base, reduce cascading, and ensure input credit availability for 
critical sectors like manufacturing and transport. 

Simplify Compliance for MSMEs: 

 Offer quarterly returns and simplified formats. 

 Enable automated ITC reconciliation to reduce disputes and ease compliance. 

Rationalise GST Slabs: 

 Gradually merge tax rates to reduce slab complexity. 

 This will lower classification disputes, enhance transparency, and promote fairness. 

Fix ITC Mechanism: 

 Allow provisional ITC, reduce dependency on supplier compliance. 

 Improve digital tools to assist buyer-supplier reconciliation. 

Widen the Tax Net: 

 Cover gig economy, online gaming, and cross-border digital services more comprehensively. 

 Rationalise exemptions that create market distortions. 

Reform GST Council Operations: 

 Ensure transparent decision-making and time-bound reforms. 

 Consider weighted voting mechanisms during deadlocks to uphold cooperative federalism. 

Role of the GST Council: A Pillar of Federal Tax Governance 

 Established under Article 279A by the 101st Constitutional Amendment Act (2016). 

 Union Finance Minister serves as Chairperson. 

 Recommends on: 
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o Tax rates and slabs 

o Goods/services to include/exempt 

o Apportionment of IGST 

o Model laws and compliance norms 

 Ensures Centre-State coordination in tax matters. 

 Voting structure: Centre holds one-third, States together hold two-thirds—ensuring balanced 
federal governance. 

Did You Know? 

Countries like Canada, Australia, and New Zealand also use federal GST models, but with fewer slabs and 
simpler compliance, resulting in better taxpayer satisfaction and reduced litigation. 

Final Thoughts: A Work in Progress 

After eight years, GST has undoubtedly restructured India’s indirect taxation and enabled greater 
transparency, formalisation, and ease of doing business. Yet, it remains a reform in evolution. 

As India strides toward becoming a $5 trillion economy, the success of GST 2.0 will be vital to ensuring 
economic resilience, fiscal stability, and a truly harmonised tax regime for all. 
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Context: In a landmark move to transform India into a global hub of 
innovation, the Union Cabinet has approved the ambitious Research 
Development and Innovation (RDI) Scheme, allocating a whopping 1 
lakh crore for its implementation. This initiative aims to significantly 
boost private sector participation in high-impact research and 
development, especially in areas that are strategically and economically 
critical. 

Key Objectives of the RDI Scheme: 

The RDI scheme is crafted to achieve multiple goals critical to India's innovation-driven growth: 

 Encourage private investment in high-end research and development, particularly in strategic and 
economically vital sectors. 

 Support cutting-edge projects at higher Technology Readiness Levels (TRLs), accelerating their 
path to market. 

 Enable the acquisition and development of critical technologies, especially those that are 
currently dependent on foreign sources. 

 Establish a dedicated Deep-Tech Fund of Funds (FoF) to catalyse innovations in deep-tech 
domains such as AI, robotics, quantum computing, semiconductors, and more. 

Institutional Architecture: 

The RDI Scheme will be governed and executed through a robust multi-tiered framework: 

Strategic Oversight: 

 Governing Board – ANRF (Anusandhan National Research Foundation): Chaired by the Prime 
Minister, this board will guide the scheme’s overall strategy and vision. 

Operational Management: 

 Executive Council – ANRF: Responsible for drafting implementation guidelines, selecting key 
projects, and appointing fund managers. 

Monitoring and Policy Review: 

 Empowered Group of Secretaries (EGoS): Chaired by the Cabinet Secretary, it will supervise 
implementation and suggest necessary course corrections. 

Nodal Department: 

 The Department of Science and Technology (DST) will serve as the nodal ministry, ensuring 
technical alignment and policy coordination. 

Innovative Funding Mechanism: 

The RDI scheme introduces a two-tier funding structure, aimed at ensuring sustained and long-term 
financial support for R&D initiatives: 

First-Tier: Special Purpose Fund (SPF): 

 The government will provide 1 lakh crore to ANRF as a 50-year interest-free loan. 

 These funds will be held in a Special Purpose Fund (SPF), which acts as a custodian and allocator. 
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Second-Tier: Fund Managers 

 SPF will distribute resources to second-level fund managers, including venture capital firms and 
R&D financiers. 

 These managers will evaluate projects and provide funding in the form of: 

o Long-term concessional loans (low or zero interest) 

o Equity investments (especially for deep-tech startups) 

o Support for Deep-Tech Fund of Funds initiatives 

Why India Needs the RDI Scheme: 

Despite notable progress, India’s Gross Expenditure on R&D (GERD) remains alarmingly low: 

 GERD rose from 60,196 crore in 2011 to 1,27,381 crore in 2021, 
yet it stands at just 0.64% of the GDP. 

 This is significantly below global leaders like South Korea (4.8%), Israel (5.4%), and China (2.4%). 

 The Economic Survey 2024–25 highlighted that the lack of private investment is a major constraint 
in India’s innovation landscape. 

Significance and Impact: 

 Reduces dependency on foreign technology and accelerates strategic self-reliance. 

 Encourages the private sector to play a leading role in national R&D missions. 

 Promotes sunrise sectors like semiconductors, clean energy, aerospace, biotech, and AI, critical 
for India’s future competitiveness. 

 Drives the vision of Viksit Bharat@2047, setting the stage for India to emerge as a knowledge 
economy and tech powerhouse. 

Global Context: Learning from Innovation Leaders: 

 United States: Government-backed R&D funds like DARPA have given birth to innovations like the 
internet, GPS, and stealth technology. 

 China: Heavy state investment in deep-tech and AI is reshaping global supply chains. 

 Israel and Germany: Strong industry-academia linkages and venture capital ecosystems have 
fostered innovation-led economies. 

India’s RDI Scheme seeks to emulate and localize these models with a "Bharat-first approach", aligned with 
its unique socio-economic priorities. 

Conclusion: A Bold Step Toward a Future-Ready India 

The Research Development and Innovation Scheme marks a pivotal moment in India's journey from a 
service economy to a technology and innovation-driven economy. By strategically backing deep-tech, 
empowering startups, and strengthening institutional support, India is poised to reclaim its legacy as a 
cradle of innovation and scientific excellence. 
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Context: The Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) has completed 50 years since 
it came into force, marking a significant chapter in the history of global 
biodiversity conservation. 

What is CITES? 

Conceived in 1963 during a meeting of the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), CITES was formally adopted in 1973 
and came into effect in 1975. It is a voluntary international treaty designed to regulate and monitor 
international trade in endangered species of animals and plants to ensure it does not threaten their 
survival in the wild. 

Aim and Core Principles: 

 Prevent Overexploitation: CITES seeks to prevent international trade from becoming a major driver 
of species extinction. 

 Permit-Based Regulation: It operates through a comprehensive licensing system, requiring 
permits for import, export, and re-export of species listed under the convention. 

 Three Appendices: Species are classified into three appendices based on the level of protection 
they require: 

o Appendix I: Species threatened with extinction (trade permitted only in exceptional 
circumstances). 

o Appendix II: Species not necessarily threatened with extinction, but trade must be controlled. 

o Appendix III: Species protected in at least one country, which has asked other CITES Parties 
for assistance in controlling trade. 

Governance and Global Participation: 

 Administered by UNEP: The CITES Secretariat is located in Geneva, Switzerland, and is managed 
by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

 Global Reach: As of 2024, 185 countries and regional organizations are Parties to CITES. 

 India’s Role: India ratified CITES in 1976 and has been an active participant in wildlife trade 
regulation and enforcement. 

 National Implementation: CITES is legally binding, but each member nation must implement it 
through domestic legislation. In India, this is primarily done through the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 
1972. 

Why CITES Matters: Significance and Impact 

 First of its Kind: CITES was the first international agreement to regulate wildlife trade on a 
global scale, making it a pioneering force in conservation diplomacy. 

 Supports Biodiversity Goals: The Convention plays a crucial role in aligning wildlife trade with 
global biodiversity targets such as the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. 

 Prevents Illegal Exploitation: Through cooperative mechanisms, CITES helps curb poaching, 
illegal trafficking, and unsustainable harvesting of wild flora and fauna. 
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Key Programmes and Initiatives: 

Monitoring the Illegal Killing of Elephants (MIKE): 

 Introduced during CoP10 in Harare (1997), the MIKE programme monitors trends in the illegal 
poaching of elephants in Africa and Asia, providing crucial data for anti-poaching strategies. 

International Consortium on Combating Wildlife Crime (ICCWC): 

 Launched in 2010, this collaborative effort includes CITES, INTERPOL, UNODC, World Bank, and 
WCO, supporting nations in strengthening law enforcement capacity to fight wildlife crime. 

Strategic Vision 2021–2030: 

 This roadmap ensures that wildlife trade supports sustainability, biodiversity conservation, and 
development goals in line with the UN’s 2030 Agenda. 

CITES Tree Species Programme (2024): 

 Recently launched to enhance the sustainable management and trade of tree species listed under 
CITES, addressing the growing threat of illegal logging and unsustainable timber trade. 

Did You Know? 

 Over 38,000 species (including plants and animals) are currently protected under CITES. 

 CITES has been instrumental in protecting iconic species such as the African elephant, Bengal tiger, 
great apes, orchids, and several species of sharks and turtles. 

 Violations of CITES agreements can lead to international trade sanctions on non-compliant 
countries. 

Conclusion: A Legacy of Global Conservation 

As CITES marks its 50th anniversary, it remains a cornerstone of international environmental 
governance, evolving continuously to address modern challenges like climate change, habitat loss, and 
illegal online wildlife trade. 
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Context: As part of a significant multi-nation diplomatic tour 
from July 2 to July 9, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is visiting 
Ghana, along with Trinidad & Tobago, Argentina, Brazil, and 
Namibia. This visit aims to enhance India’s bilateral relations, 
expand its economic footprint, and reinforce its role as a 
reliable partner to the Global South. The stop in Ghana 
underscores the country’s growing strategic relevance in India’s 
Africa engagement strategy. 

A Closer Look at Ghana: West Africa’s Emerging Powerhouse 

Geographical Location: 

Ghana is located in West Africa, bordered by: 

 Côte d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) to the west 

 Burkina Faso to the north 

 Togo to the east 

To the south, it opens to the Gulf of Guinea and the Atlantic Ocean, giving it critical maritime access. Its 
location makes Ghana a gateway to West African trade and logistics corridors. 

Landscape and Natural Features: 

 Mountains: Ghana’s eastern region, near the Togo border, is home to Mount Afadjato (the country’s 
highest peak), along with Mount Djebobo and Mount Torogbani. 

 Uplands: The Kwahu Plateau and Gambaga Scarp form prominent highland and escarpment 
features. 

 Water Bodies: 

o Lake Volta – One of the largest artificial lakes in the world, formed by the Akosombo Dam 
on the Volta River. 

o The Volta River system includes the Black Volta, White Volta, and Oti River, forming a 
crucial part of Ghana’s hydrological network. 

Economic Highlights: 

Ghana's economy is rich in natural resources and is often dubbed "Africa’s Golden Child" due to its: 

 Gold: Ghana is Africa’s second-largest gold producer and a major contributor to global supply. 

 Cocoa: The country is the second-largest cocoa producer in the world, after Côte d’Ivoire. 

 Oil: Since 2010, offshore oil fields have helped diversify the economy and attracted foreign 
investment. 

Ghana also focuses on sectors like digital technology, agriculture, renewable energy, and tourism, 
making it a regional economic leader. 

Capital and Governance: 

 Capital City: Accra – a vibrant coastal city and the administrative, economic, and cultural hub of 
Ghana. 

 5 Ghana in Focus: PM Modi’s Landmark Visit to Strengthen India–Africa Ties 
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 Governance: Ghana is known for political stability and democratic governance, with a strong 
history of peaceful transitions of power—a rare feature in the region. 

India–Ghana Relations: A Legacy of Friendship and Future Potential 

India and Ghana share a long-standing relationship, dating back to Ghana's independence in 1957. Key 
areas of cooperation include: 

 Trade: India exports pharmaceuticals, machinery, and textiles; Ghana exports gold, cocoa, and 
oil. 

 Development Assistance: India has extended lines of credit for infrastructure, agriculture, and ICT 
development in Ghana. 

 Capacity Building: Through the ITEC (Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation) program, 
Ghanaian professionals receive training in Indian institutions. 

 Indian Diaspora: A small but significant Indian community contributes to Ghana’s commerce and 
industry sectors. 

Why Ghana Matters to India’s Global Strategy: 

 Serves as a key economic hub in West Africa 

 Offers opportunities in renewable energy, infrastructure, education, and healthcare innovation 

 Plays a role in India’s vision of South-South cooperation and global equity 

 Ghana is also a strong partner in multilateral platforms like the India-Africa Forum Summit 

Extra Insight: Ghana’s Cultural and Historic Richness: 

 Ghana is known for its rich cultural heritage, including the Ashanti Kingdom, kente textiles, music 
traditions, and indigenous crafts. 

 It was the first African country to gain independence from colonial rule under the leadership of 
Kwame Nkrumah, a key figure in the Pan-African movement. 

The Road Ahead: Unlocking New Opportunities 

PM Modi’s visit is expected to result in: 

 Enhanced bilateral trade agreements 

 Cooperation in clean energy, digital public infrastructure, and start-up exchange 

 Expansion of India’s developmental and security footprint in the region 
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Context: The Southwest Monsoon 2025 made an exceptionally 
early arrival across India, covering the entire country by June 
29—a full nine days earlier than its usual timeline of July 8. This 
early spread marks just the tenth occurrence since 1960 when 
monsoon coverage was completed in June itself, highlighting a rare 
and notable climatic development. 

Early Kickoff in Kerala Set the Tone: 

The monsoon first touched Kerala on May 24, arriving eight 
days ahead of the normal onset date. This was largely driven by the influence of an active Madden-Julian 
Oscillation (MJO) phase in mid-May, which helped set the stage for the monsoon’s rapid acceleration 
across the subcontinent. 

Region-wise Monsoon Progress: 

 Southern, Eastern, and Northeastern India received early rainfall, well ahead of the schedule. 

 Northwest India saw monsoon arrival close to normal dates. 

 Central India witnessed a slight delay, but the overall progress remained strong. 

Key Factors Behind the Early and Widespread Monsoon: 

Frequent Low-Pressure Systems: 

India witnessed the formation of five low-pressure systems in June 2025, far more than average. These 
systems act as moisture conduits, attracting rain-laden winds from the oceans and accelerating their 
inland journey. Such systems are vital for the inland push of the monsoon. 

Active Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO): 

The MJO is a traveling pattern of clouds, winds, and rainfall that moves eastward near the equator. When 
this system is active over the Indian Ocean, it enhances the monsoon by: 

 Boosting moisture supply 

 Increasing cloud cover 

 Intensifying rainfall events 

In 2025, the MJO remained persistently active, significantly contributing to both the onset and spread of 
monsoon showers across the Indian subcontinent. 

Favourable Monsoon Trough Position: 

The monsoon trough—a low-pressure belt extending from northwest India to the Bay of Bengal—
remained south of its usual position, a shift that: 

 Drew in moist winds from the Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal 

 Led to enhanced rainfall over central and northern India 

 Supported stable progression of the monsoon front 

This optimal positioning played a critical role in fueling consistent precipitation across large regions. 

Neutral ENSO Conditions: 
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The El Niño–Southern Oscillation (ENSO), which influences global rainfall patterns, was in a neutral phase 
during June 2025. This meant: 

 No strong El Niño (which usually weakens Indian monsoons) 

 No strong La Niña (which typically strengthens rainfall) 

This neutral ENSO phase allowed the monsoon to progress without significant atmospheric resistance, 
supporting normal-to-above-normal rainfall patterns. 

Neutral Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD): 

The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD), another oceanic phenomenon affecting monsoons, also remained in a 
neutral state—indicating: 

 No drastic sea surface temperature differences across the Indian Ocean 

 Minimal interference in monsoon behavior 

With both ENSO and IOD neutral, other favourable conditions like MJO and monsoon trough position were 
free to dominate and drive the monsoon’s advance. 

Dynamic Monsoon Patterns: Progress, Pauses, and Potential Risks 

While 2025 has witnessed an early and widespread monsoon onset, it has not been without anomalies: 

 Sudden rainfall bursts in some areas 

 Dry spells or pauses in others 

 Localised weather hazards, including flash floods and landslides 

These variations underline the complex nature of monsoon behavior in a changing climate, where rapid 
progression doesn't always guarantee uniform rainfall across the season. 

What Lies Ahead? 

Despite the promising start, the rest of the monsoon season remains uncertain. Weather experts caution 
that: 

 Intra-seasonal variability (temporary dry and wet phases) could still emerge 

 Future rainfall may depend on shifting atmospheric patterns in July and August 

 Continued monitoring of ENSO and IOD transitions is critical 

Additional Insights: 

 IMD Data Note: The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) confirms this is only the 10th time 
in 65 years that the monsoon has covered India in June. 

 Agricultural Impact: Early rains have benefited sowing activities, especially for kharif crops like 
paddy, maize, and pulses, though waterlogging risks also rise. 

Final Takeaway: 

The early monsoon of 2025 stands out as a climatological rarity, driven by a unique combination of 
favorable factors. It holds the potential for agricultural gains, but must be managed carefully to mitigate 
disaster risks and ensure water resource optimization. 
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